Biology

Fall Semester: Student Learning Plan

Biologist: ____________________

The purpose of this planning guide is to help you evaluate your progress toward meeting the standards in biology. Does your teacher have enough evidence to convict you of learning? If not, what can you do to provide this evidence by the end of the semester?

Using your printout, fill in your current score on each of the learning targets shown in the table. 

	Target
	Current Score

	Ecology
	

	Biochemistry
	

	Cells
	

	Cell Energetics
	

	Cellular Reproduction
	

	DNA and Protein Synthesis
	

	Investigative Design
	

	Writing a Conclusion
	


What areas are your strengths (score of 3 or better)?

What areas still need improvement (score of I, 1, or 2)?

What is your goal for this class in terms of your learning and performance?


Next Steps:

1. Sign up for no more than 5 different topic reviews on the sheets provided. You can sign up for a topic more than once if you feel you would benefit from additional practice. If you do not have multiple areas of improvement needed, sign up for as many as are necessary (or choose to examine a topic over two days). You will be assigned to independent study on the other review dates.

2. Indicate if you would be willing to serve in a leadership role during the group sessions. There are five options: facilitator, sergeant-at-arms, materials manager, note-taker and timekeeper.

Option 1:
On the day of the scheduled final for your class, you can complete an assessment of the information for which you need to demonstrate mastery. The assessment will consist of up to 5 short answer questions based on the material.

Option 2: 
You may complete an alternative assessment for any of the learning targets (except “Writing a Conclusion”). In order to do this, you must contract with your teacher before beginning any work as well as make an appointment to discuss and evaluate your work. Any and all products will be due no later than Monday, January 28. There will be no exceptions to this deadline, including absences. Appointments will be held before and after school on January 29 – 31 or during study periods on those dates.
Each day, there will be about 15 minutes of individual study time, 15 minutes of small group work, and a 15 minute study skills lesson. Keep in mind that a single in-class review session is likely insufficient to help you achieve mastery of the information, but it should help you better determine the gaps in your learning so that you can study and prepare at home. At the end of each class period, you will be provided with a few minutes to make some reflective notes for yourself in a learning log in order to summarize your progress. You will turn in these notes on the day of your final.





Now that you have set some goals and considered your learning needs, it is time to think about how you will provide evidence of your learning.





These are the expectations of every student during the review sessions:


Be responsible for yourself and your learning. There should be no work for another class or other distractions at your workspace. 


Stay on task and allow others to do the same.


Participate during group work. 








