
Grading Policy

Grading Guidelines

1. Students will scored on their individual achievement toward the relevant Washington state science standards. Grades will not be affected by issues such as effort, attitude, and participation. Those factors will be reported separately. Even though there may be many opportunities for cooperative learning, students will never be assigned group grades.

2. Assessments that are used to monitor student learning in progress and/or adjust teaching, such as in-class practice assignments, discussions, and other forms of formative assessment  will not be factored into grades, but will have constructive feedback provided.  Only assessments that take place after learning is supposed to have occurred (“summative assessment”) will be used for grading purposes. I will, however, keep a record of formative assessment information in order to validate my judgment in grading. 
3. New information showing additional learning about any given standard will replace old information.  Grades will reflect the most recent learning.  Old scores relating to that standard will be discarded.
4. Report card grades will be assigned based on descriptors of achievement only.  For example, I will not include zeros (for late or missing assignments) in achievement statistics because they are both non-descriptive of learning, and extreme as values.  I will use the median (or middle score) as a general indicator of achievement unless there is an unusual circumstance, and then I will consider relative importance of the learning goals achieved and recency of scores.  
5. Students may re-attempt a summative assessment (such as an exam) provided that s/he has documented an effort to engage in additional learning through such avenues as tutoring or study groups. In addition, an alternative assessment may be accepted if the work is pre-contracted between student and teacher. Although scores of zero will not be assigned, “incompletes” also indicate a lack of learning on the part of the student. Credit for the course cannot be awarded without sufficient evidence of learning. 
6. Absences are almost unavoidable for both teacher and students. Students are responsible for meeting with the teacher upon their return to class in order to determine what learning was missed and what, if anything, needs to be done in order to make up any assignments. Students will have one day for each day absent to make up the work. Being absent the day before a summative assessment does not excuse the student from participating in the assessment upon return. Please stay in contact via phone and/or e-mail.
7. For those assignments in which a grade is assigned, the scale will be as follows:
Level One
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Level Two
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Level Three
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Level Four
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The Science Goddess’s Philosophy of Grading





Grades serve different purposes, depending upon the user. A teacher needs a way to gauge student progress toward learning goals. A student may use grades in a similar way, but also as “currency” to buy admission to college, athletic ability, or other activities. Parents may look at grades as a means to evaluate the quality of a school. In addition, a grade may be used to represent more than one aspect of what happens in the classroom: learning, attendance, participation, timeliness of work, etc. In this classroom, students are graded upon their progress toward meeting the state standards in science---specifically those identified by the school district as being relevant for Biology. Grades will never be assigned while students are in the process of learning, although feedback will be provided. Finally, a more equitable grading scale will be used in order to apply the median scores and determine a final grade. 





Students at this level cannot correctly identify concepts (represented by circles) and/or define vocabulary (represented by lines). They are unable to make connections among ideas or extend the information. While it might be expected that all students are performing at this level when learning begins, subsequent practice should lead to increased levels of performance. 





The difference between a Level One and a Level Two student is the ability to demonstrate some understanding. At Level Two, a student can correctly identify concepts and/or define vocabulary; however students at Level Two do not make connections among ideas and/or independently extend their learning.





Level Three represents those students who are able to meet the standards. It is the goal of the teacher to assist every student in reaching this level. Students who are performing at Level Three are proficient at describing terms (lines) and independently connecting them with concepts (circles). These students understand not just the “what,” but can correctly explain the “how” and “why” of scientific processes.





A student who is able to consistently perform at Level Four is one who independently demonstrates extensions of their knowledge.  S/He should be able to create analogies and/or find connections between different areas within the sciences or between science and other areas of study.
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